Evidence Against Ames Disclosed 


Letters, Photos of Retirement Property Among Documents Found 


By Bill Miller and Walter Pincus 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

A nine-page list of instructions 
from a Soviet handler, computer 
diskettes with more than 100 
CIA classified cables, and photo- 
graphs of wooded retirement 
property given to him by Soviet 
agents were seized in the home 
of alleged spy Aldrich Hazen 
Ames, federal prosecutors dis- 
closed yesterday. 

A 1989 letter showed that 
Ames, a former CIA counterin- 
telligence officer, turned over to 


Moscow the name of an East Eu- 
ropean security officer, known by 
the code name “GTMOTOR- 
BOAT,” who was cooperating 
with the CIA and is now missing, 
prosecutors said. 

That and other documents, 
prosecutors said, link Ames to 
Soviet handlers in what is becom- 
ing a far-reaching espionage 
case. Among the papers discov- 
ered are several letters in which 
Ames calls his handlers “My 
Dearest Friends,” including one 
with an appeal for more money 
and another with a financial ac- 
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counting from a handler lis ting 
his pay, according to prosecu- 
tors. 

The accounting statement said 
that more than $2.7 million had 
been appropriated to Ames from 
December 1986 to May 1989, of 
which more than $1.8 million 
already had been delivered to 
him, authorities said. 

Prosecutors disclosed the 
evidence yesterday at a three- 
hour hearing in U.S. District 
Court in Alexandria in which 
Ames and his wife, Maria del 
Rosario Casas Ames, were or- 
dered held without bond while a 
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grand jury considers an indictment 
against them. 

Both could face life in prison on 
charges of conspiracy to commit 
espionage. 

Judge Barry R. Poretz rejected 
the couple’s pleas to be released, 
saying that Aldrich Ames, 52, is a 
danger to the community and that 
his 41-year-old Colombian-born 
wife is a risk to flee. 

Yesterday’s court proceeding 
was a preview for the trial the gov- 
ernment likely will conduct. Evi- 
dence described included telephone 
wiretaps, electronic surveillance of 
the couple’s home, analysis of bank- 
ing transactions and countless doc- 
uments, some seized by computer, 
that detail a trail of activities pros- 
ecutors said greatly damaged na- 
tional security. 

All told, FBI Agent Leslie G. Wis- 
er Jr. testified, Aldrich Ames netted 
more than $2.5 million in nearly 
nine years of supplying some of the 
CIA’s most closely held secrets. 


including the identities of Soviet 
citizens who were acting as spies 
against their government for the 
United States. 

“This is at least twice as much as 
paid to any other spy or spy net- 
work,” said Wiser, who added that 
the $2.5 million figure was a con- 
servative estimate that did not re- 
flect the value of the couple’s two 
condominiums and a farm in Colum- 
bia. What makes the amount of 
money especially significant, ac- 
cording to Wiser, is that the Rus- 
sians are “notoriously thrifty with 
respect to payments of agents.” 

Wiser also said the Feb. 21 ar- 
rests occurred about the time the 
Ameses were expecting another 
large payment from the Russians. 

The nine-page list of instructions, 
written in the summer of 1989, was 
the first direct link introduced by 
prosecutors between Ames and his 
alleged Soviet handlers. It was 
found after the Ameses were ar- 
rested in an FBI search of the cou- 
ple’s $540,000 North Arlington 
home, stashed in a box in a closet in 
Aldrich Ames’s study, prosecutors 
said. 
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EVIDENCE IN SPY CASE 


B elow are the contents of a “dear friend” letter introduced by 
federal prosecutors in ike espionage case against Aldrich 
Hazen Ames. In the text, I is used instead of the numeral 1 in 
dollar amounts. Also, prosecutors said in court yesterday that they 
assume die figures are in U.S. dollars. 

this is Your balance sheet as on the May I, «98 . 

250,000$ in bonds) — 1,535.0/ 

P.S. We believe that these * bankl which from now 

about the beautiful ^ ^ totak e pictures of housing in 

belongs to You have ™ Ch ^ '** 

howYour^ountry house (dacha) should look like. 
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The letter included references to 
scheduling personal meetings in 
Vienna and Bogota and making 
drops of top-secret materials in the 
Washington area. Wiser said. It also 
called upon Ames to encrypt CIA 
secrets on his computer. Wiser 
said. And it warned Ames to beware 
of traps the CIA sets for double 
agents and to be especially careful 
with what he put on his computer. 
Wiser added. 

The letter winds up offering 
“warmest and kindest regards” to 
Ames and his family, Wiser testified. 

Attorneys for Ames and his wife 
repeatedly pointed out that, despite 
eight months of close surveillance, 
the FBI never saw Ames meeting 
with a Russian or taking money and 
noted that authorities have no di- 
rect evidence of payments from 
Moscow winding up in the couple’s 
bank accounts. 


“He was never seen with a Rus- 
sian at any time or any place,” said 
Plato Cacheris, Aldrich Ames’s at- 
torney. 

William B. Cummings, who rep- 
resents Rosario Ames, added that 
his client was never seen deposi ting 
any of the money that supposedly 
came from the Soviets and later the 
Russians and that she had never 
handled any intelligence material. 

But the FBI’s Wiser said Rosario 
Ames made a statement to agents 
after her arrest in which “she said 
the money came from the Rus- 
sians.” She said, according to Wiser, 
that her husband told her about his 
spy activities in 1991. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Mark J. 
Hulkower insisted the Ameses 
acted as a team, saying she pushed 
her husband to earn more and more 
money and to find imaginative new 
ways to hide the cash. In the week 


before their arrests, he said, she 
was overheard by FBI agents fret- 
ting that the next payment to Ames 
would be delayed by a winter storm. 

The couple sat impassively dur- 
ing the hearing, with a lawyer sit- 
ting between them. Unlike their 
first court appearance last week, 
when Aldrich Ames repeatedly 
whispered to his wife, there was 
hardly any conversation between 
them yesterday. He was in an olive- 
drab uniform with the word PRIS- 
ONER prominently displayed on the 
back; she was in an olive jumpsuit 
too, bearing the label ALEXAN- 
DRIA JAIL WORK FORCE. 

Midway through the hearing, Ro- 
sario Ames was given a purple 
overcoat after complaining that the 
courtroom was too chilly. 

Aldrich Ames calmly took notes 
and chewed on a pen as he heard 
the testimony against him. His wife 
was more animated, repeatedly 








shaking her head, whenever alle- 
gations were raised against her. 

One of the most disturbing as- 
pects for U.S. intelligence is the 
alleged delivery by Ames of the 
names of U.S.-paid agents in the 
KGB, Russian Federation and So- 
viet military intelligence agency. In 
the wake of the arrests, members ' 
of Congress were told by FBI and 
CIA officials that up to 10 agents 
were exposed and that some may 
have lost their lives. 

None have been identified by 
name. GTMOTORBOAT, the code 
name listed in the 1989 letter to 
Ames, was described as an East 
European internal security officer 
who provided Ames with numerous 
classified documents from his War- 
saw Pact country, which Ames ap- 
parently turned over to the Soviets, 
Wiser testified. The officer even- 
tually told Ames that he was return- 
ing home, but never did. Wiser said. 



